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How it all begun…



Photo by Procurement Watch, Inc.

Bantay Eskwela (Schools Watch)
An initiative of the Procurement Watch preceding Check My School



Bayanihang Eskwela (Community Participation in Schools)
An initiative of Ateneo’s G‐Watch preceding Check My School



Affiliated Network for Social Accountability in 
East Asia and Pacific

www.ansa‐eap.net

• Mapped and scoped 
social accountability 
initiatives

• Engaged Department 
of Education

• Convened and 
connected 
stakeholders

• Supported advocacy 
for access to 
information

• Incubated and piloted 
Check My School



• Can we map the schools for 
easy monitoring?

• Can essential info on 
education services be 
accessed and consolidated?

• How can we use technology 
to make education info 
accessible in easy format?

• Can we help enhance the 
integrity of school info?

• How can we improve 
feedback on school issues?

Rizal HS



G  



8,687 schools 
(out of 44,000+) 
mapped through 
GPS

38 million 
education data 
sets archived
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‘coz it’s more than just going online!



Capability building

• Understanding 
the education 
sector

• Interacting with 
various 
stakeholders

• Facilitating 
community 
involvement



After one year...
14 areas

21 Infomediaries

1,053 Volunteers

245 Schools



Community validation



Reporting data variances and needs



231practical issues 
from 84 schools under 
Operation Thank You



Building declared and reported unsafe, but not being 
renovated. Putik Central School, Zamboanga City.



Textbooks in Lison Valley HS, Pagadian City.



Dirty CR in Candaguit ES, Cebu City. Substandard toilet in 
Gregorio Catenza NHS, Leyte



3 in 1: classroom, HE room and variety  store. 
Sta. Fe Central School, Leyte.



No decent office space for teachers Burgos Unit 1 ES, Rizal





Highlighting responses to feedback

BEFORE

AFTER

1. Replenishment of textbooks, Sta. Fe Central School, 
Leyte

2. Rehabilitation of Gabaldon School Building, 
Alangalang Central School, Leyte 

3. Commitment to mobilize funds for school, 
Dumaguete

4. School alumni donated toilet, Lt. Andres Calungsod, 
North Cotabato

5. Computer and internet provision, Dualing High 
School, North Cotabato

6. Computer allocation reviewed, Taguig National High 
School, Taguig City

7. Renovation of school building, Putik Central School, 
Zamboanga City

8. Renovation of toilets, Araullo High School and 
EDSES, Manila

9. Legal cases filed against anomalous transactions, 
Pagadian City

10. Training plan for Principals on school building project 
monitoring

Alangalang CS Gabaldon Building used by 800 students



Lessons: Information for what 
and for whom?

• Information and innovations on using ICT must 
adjust to people, not the other way around.

• Government could be convinced of benefits of 
opening up information to citizens.

• Citizens need some handholding to optimize 
access and use of information.

• Community‐level initiative is the most effective 
way of transmitting the message of transparency 
and social accountability.

Salamat po!
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