Brownbag Session with OGB-Philippines on Governance
and Social Accountability
30 April 2010, 11am-12nn

OGB-PHL Country Office, Quezon City, Philippines

Agenda of the Brownbag Session
1. Brief overview and updates on ANSA-EAP/OGB engagement

2. Brief discussion on how OGB Philippines contributes to building effective government (initiatives where social accountability can potentially be mainstreamed)
3. Exploring linkages between OGB Philippines’ initiatives and social accountability

Highlights of the Brownbag Session
· ANSA-EAP and OGB are working together to build models on constructive engagement with governments.  OGB's steer is based on the "building effective governments" strategy in the region, which clearly says governments are key to reducing poverty and inequality.
· ANSA-EAP provided an updates on the ANSA-EAP/OGB engagement and on what social accountability is about. While social accountability concepts and tools may not be entirely new to OGB-Philippines, the value added of this partnership lies in providing a frame by which OGB’s work on governance in the Philippines can be analysed and reflected upon.

·  The four pillars of social accountability were reviewed. These are (1) access to access to information (not only access to information but using such information for analysis and civic engagement); (2) sensitivity to culture and context (for example, patron-client relationship between government and citizens is still pervasive, etc); (3) responsive government (e.g., is there an enabling environment for citizen-government engagement/democratic space) and organized and capable citizens.

· There is a wide range of governance approaches being implemented by citizen groups in the Philippines - from policy change, budget tracking (this includes OGB’s support to the Alternative Budget Initiative in education, health, agriculture, and environment) to anti-corruption activities, to procurement monitoring (i.e. Textbook Watch), to what PRIMRR (Provincial Readiness to Institutionalize and Mainstream Risk Reduction) does in four provinces.  These are all aspects of the Public Financial Management (PFM). This encompass decisions on priorities (MTPDP at national level, LDP at local), allocation/budgets (who gets what, which sectors get what, how much), expenditure tracking, auditing, and evaluating.  
· OGB-Philippines recognized that they need to be more familiar with PFM to be able to see where the entry points for social accountability are.  This could also inform OGB-Philippines in terms of how effective they are channelling resources to what they deem as critical priorities for poverty reduction and reducing inequalities and vulnerabilities (e.g. DRM, women's livelihoods,
IDP rights, etc.)

· One of the salient points that transpired in the meeting was that OGB-Philippines’ work has substantive governance aspects but mostly at the national level.  In this regard, five policy and governance related projects were identified:  (1) trade advocacy - ensuring trade agreements that the Philippines enters into (bilaterally or multilaterally) are beneficial to poor; (2) increasing public and private investment in sustainable livelihoods, specifically on agriculture; (3) developing a national agenda for climate change adaptation financing - which comes with a project that aims to build women's leadership in CCA in livelihoods, building evidence of the costs involved and how processes can really address women's specific vulnerabilities to climate change but also contribution to climate change adaptation; (4)raising women's status through recognition of their contribution to the economy and then benefitting from it; (5) disaster risk reduction - localizing the DRM law and building evidence for effective integration of DRR in local development planning.

· Possible learning project/platform on SAc: the 3rd and 5th ones are, offhand, possibilities where social accountability approach and tools will be of use and could enhance the project/program and where learning on building effective governments could start.  The Philippine team did not make a decision on which one to focus, although the discussions helped to clarify where both OGB and ANSA were coming from, the step change that ANSA is promoting on good
governance, and where OGB-Philippines could start the learning and mainstreaming process.
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